
EDRED MOSS CORNER (1873-1950). M.A., M.Ch. (Cantab.), M.B., B.Sc. (Lond.), 
F.R.C.S. (Eng.). - Distinguished surgeon who was appointed to the staff of St Thomas’s 

Hospital only Two Years after Qualifying. 
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Edred Moss Corner (1873-1950) [Epsom College 1885-1891] was the son of Dr Francis 
Mead Corner, a general practitioner in Poplar, East London, and brother of Dr Harry Corner, 
M.D. [Epsom College 1879-1883]. He was clearly born with a silver spoon in his mouth as 
he appeared to succeed at everything that he set his mind to. His career at Epsom College was 
remarkable. He was appointed Head Prefect, Captain of the Rugby XV and a member of the 
Cricket XI. He won the Hodgkin and the Watts Science Prizes, and then proceeded to Sidney 
Sussex College, Cambridge, as a Scholar and Prizeman. He then won First Class Honours in 
the Natural Science Tripos of 1894. He completed his medical studies at St Thomas’s 
Hospital where he won further scholarships and greatly distinguished himself by being placed 
first in every subject of the University of Cambridge M.B., B.Ch. Examination (1898), a 
distinction that was probably unique. Edred Corner passed the F.R.C.S. examination in 1899, 
just one year after qualifying and the Cambridge M.Ch. in 1906, considered at that time to be 
the blue riband of achievement. After the usual resident appointments he was elected 
Assistant Surgeon at St Thomas’s Hospital in 1900, only two years after qualifying. Later on 
he was appointed to the honorary staff at the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond 
Street, and Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton. Corner was Erasmus Wilson Lecturer at the 
Royal College of Surgeons in 1905, Arris and Gale Lecturer and Harveian Orator in 1919. 
During the First World War he served as a Major in the R.A.M.C. and his surgical expertise 
made him a most valuable member of the staff at Queen 
Mary’s Military Hospital. He also ran an amputation 
clinic at St Thomas’s Hospital. 
In 1907, Edred Corner was Secretary of the Section of 
Diseases of Children at the Annual Meeting of the 
British Medical association and, in 1912, Vice-
President of the same section including orthopaedics. 
He was Vice-President of the Medical Society of 
London and of the Harveian Society. He sat on the 
Board of Advanced studies of the University of 
London, and was a visitor for the King Edward’s 
Hospital Fund. He was the author of ‘Surgery of the 
Diseases of the Appendix’ (1904), and ‘Clinical and 
Pathological Observations in Acute Abdominal 
Disease’ (1904). In his younger days he was an 
experienced mountaineer, a learned mycologist, and an 
appreciative student of architecture. As a student, Edred 
Corner was a member of the St Thomas’s Hospital 
Rugby XV, a member of the May Boat (1894-1895), and winner of both the Shot Putt and 
Hammer Throw in the Athletic Sports. Corner came from Yorkshire stock and it was said that 
some of his lines of family descent were traceable to the reign of Henry VII or even earlier. 
From 1907 until 1920 he was Secretary of the Old Epsomian Club. 
 


